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had a  decade to  mature ,  so  how have the
Ker ln  O 'Keefe  ed  a  team o f  exper t

on  re  ease ano nave now
Baro lo  20Ols  deve lopedr
tasters to f ind out

THE 2001 VINTACE, wiLh i ts perlecl condil ions
and long growing season, has been hailed by both
cri t ics and producers as a classic year of exceptional
quality for Barolo, destined lor lengthy ccllaring.
To celeblate the 1oth anniversarv of thrs
acclaimed vintage and to see how it  is holding up,
Decdnter assembled a team of experts to Alba to
taste 64 Barolo 2001s.

The panel participants jumped at the chance,
and expectal ions were high. '2001 has always been
about Iinesse and ageing potenlial, so I can t wait
to see i f  the wines have held up as expected, 'said
N{au1o Carosso. while David Berry Green added
that he has 'always loved the clipped, red lruit
character of the 2001s .

The resul ts
Lool( more closel,v. however. and a marked
stvl ist ic inconsistency seems to have marred
the vintage, with the best wines showing
their pedigree and l iving up to expectat ions,
but others fal l ing decidedly short.  Four
exceptiona I wines received five-star Awards
and a dozen received four stars, but a
higher than expected number were
unbalanced and decl ining, and sl i l lothers
were rather anonymous, lacking typicity

€ and grace Not what you'd expect Irom a
F vintage classified 'Exceptlonal' the

; highest mari( awarded b_y the Renato Ratti

E Barolo evaluation chad. long considered
i: the benchmark of Barolo Yintage guides.

.:  As a panel taster, I  had expected to
; f ind more 2001s with the poise, f inesse
i and freshness demonstrated in the two
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19.5pt wines, both made b,v tradit ional ist
Giuseppe Mascarel lo Instead I was surprised by the
number of wjnes that s er e ovenvhelmed by
alcohol or were dr\ ing up.

Al l  the tasters noted rhat mosr ol the high-
scoringwines, $hich shoNed balancc, vibrancy and
longevjty, were madc in a more tradit ionalmanner
that al lowed Nebbiolo. the onh,grape al lowed in
Barolo, to shine through Excessive concentral ion
and alcohol, howe\,er. plagued a surprisingly large
number of wines. as did o!er\\ 'helming new wood.

As carosso pointed out. whilemanyof
the lradit ional l)  craited 2001s are ageing
h* . ru t r l u l l vd . l d  . l l  \ ou th .L . r l .  i  $a "a  . - t p  . e

to see how man! are alread) decLining. and
how many are dominated b) 'alcohol or
excessive concentralron. Berry Green agrecd.
saying. ' l 'm concerned not onl_v bv the high
percentage ol \!ines rhar Nere fading away, but
also by the number oi \r ines \r i lh atypical

aromas and f larours ior \ebbiolo. Pelhaps
Angelo Perett i  besl summed up the vintage.
ref lecLing thar. 2001 \!as a great vintage
that came aboui during a period of great

evolut ion in lral ian oenoLog_v;when many
producel s \\'ere e\perimenling with
winemali ing technologi and methods that
I ocJsed  more  on  i n ten rL  conce r  I  a l  ' r r

and big tannins rarher rhan natural l !
explessing the grape !anet\. '

Right: the 2OOl vintage was mu(h vaunted in
Barolo, but ourtasters were a little und€rwhelmed.
Left:  both the tradit ional ly produced Mascarel lo
wines shone, averaging 19.5 points out of 20

Our tearn
of tasters...

Kerin O'Keefe
freelance v\r ine writer

Angelo Perett i
freelance \^r ine writer
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Mauto Catosso
somTneIer

the Tor no brdnch oi
Assaciaziane ltaliana

Somrnelter

David Befiy Green
wine buyer Berry
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The w nes weTe
assen-r b ed by the
consorzio d T!tela
BaTo o Barbaresco

Alba Langhe e Roero.
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NORTH: BAROLO

I f  1ou have 2001 Barolo
in 1rs111 cellar....
Tirc gencra aonseasLrs arncng the paac ,/ ,-as l l rai a
nunrber oi the Baro c 2001s ara : ready at the r peak
\4h e those rnade r a t 'aC t lofa iash on st hnve
nge ng pctent a ,  t l 'ey are a reac_! e1 o_val l  e f  yoL a'e-r ' t
sL re ,, l ]hat sty e cf Berc'o yoJ have. dr nk no\n and etlcy

THE RESULTS
Giusoppe Mascarello, Riserva Ce'al'lrlodsslo
Monprivato ***** l9.5pts/20
€255.45 Berfy Bros e Rudd
Very raf neC, f  o/a aTomas y,- tr  ba saTn c and m neTa
notas Sp ay and fresh pa ale, \4 th ve veiy tennlns Ve -!
' r tense \rr ' th ln press ve ergih Drink: f .on_ 2013 ( lvlC)

Giuseppe Mascarel lo, i lonprivatq ***** l9 5
f65 Bordeaux lndex
A niosi Cecadeft ncse of macernted berT es trner: and
mnt -oaded \"r ih s!!ee: sp,.e. dr ed fose pel. afd
qLrc'ce Comp ex aNd e e!t.ni . i /  t i i  faniast a ength.

Drink: lrc n 2Cll  (AP)

'tVt

Borgogno Serio e Battista, Riseiva Cannubi

N/A UK www.borgognoseriobatt ista. i t
f i r  g.r ng aTomas oi, ,^. ia iJt qLreLr p pa tobncao and
:.aaerated rad f J t  Fresh r ia:te oi r  Dc irLr l ' " ' , /  ih b' .c rtq
tann ns bLrl sh! or t fre ef!th Drink: from 2012 IAP)

l,lonfalletto, Cordelo di 1{ontezemolo,
Vigna Enrico Vl **** l7
€35 (1998) Fine & Rare
F ora nose cf rose pe.a anC tar al lal  -"ar:h S ky pa ate
r,r ih che.ry .  r . l  stral, /bcrry f ,rvo!.5 nnd . h f I  of e:ther
Ba an.eo d.rd ff lsh |r th n ce -on!:h orink:2011-2020 (Ko)

Aurel io Sett imo, Rocche ***** 18.5
€21.69 (2002') The wine Library
C a5s a aroraa5 o: eathef rose earth nnd
ir!rf  e l , /  th de alqq5 61-o3njy 6 lerry a tC
trLrf i  -" i  nro!rs l f ted b! a pLrre an neral ty \{ . /e
b  . "  .

r  pe tarI rs. Lared: :  r !Jth and depln
D f i nk r f r om 2015  (K0 )

Bruna Grimaldi,  Badarina, Vigna Regnola
* * * * *  18  5
N/A UK www.erimaldibruna.i t
ntense f ora earthy arcmas ,. , ,  th .r !e y pa aie ol ! , i  d
aherry !an a:nd sp ae \ ' , /e str!ctLrred lnd n ce y

ba ana,"d S. r 'o!t l . i !  Lr!t  a readl/ enlol ib e
Dr i nk :2011  2020  iKO)

Castello di verduno, Massara **** l8
N/A UK www.castel lodiverduno.com

Ref n- .d lnd ccmpos,"d , r r '  tN fuafces oi
. d  "  b  

"  
I  . .  r  . o  d . .  .
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'2001 has
alwags been
about finesse
n n d  n d p i n q

potential'
Mauro Carosso, sommelier

Paolo Scavino, Riserya Rocche
dell 'Annunziata **** l7
€600 n bond (2004, case 6) Justerini& Brooks
Class c aron_n5 of eatfrer dr ed ro:e petn dnd
tfLff  e Dense. r, , ,  i  r  | l roLrth\ratcr ' ]g frL t  FL
bod eo !, ' t i r  , /re i teqraleC bLrt e! dent oa(
Dr i nk :2011  (KO)

Poderi Colla **** l7
€29 (2004) woodwinters
fte ise f or: nole ! i  th i !r- .  s ol n rera

' 
Ceretto Brunate **** lB
€75 (2000) The Fine wine PA

L-l Smok\' ba iam a rcs,o a \,/ir lper oi rn nt Love y
-  r i pe f r l l t  ' " r e  n l eg 'a tedo .k .nd  qLo r .e

no.es St l .  ! t l ' t , r-  lh p..ke.l  t .- .nr ns orink: frc- 20 5 (KC)

-. Famigl ia Anselma, Riserva Adasi **** 18'.  
eSOe eO {zOOO, .ure of l2) everywir ie

. i  Layers cl eni c r l l  sp ce pepper, oLrcr ce;nd r" 'et

;  e th !" i  e struct!r:d wlth very aoncenlra:eC iult
i  comb rec r,  th ev cenl a aoho a rd st -!cung
,q lgqress,/!  tanr ns. bLrl  shoLr d evo ve n aa y
: Drink: fror 20l5 (AP)

!

:  Fratel l i  Revello, vigna Giachini **** 18
. f502-747.99 (case of l2) Everywine, Fine & Rare

-: Ncse of matlrre rec f !r  t ,  sp ce and 'rL.rts V"/e str lrctLrred

i nr , f  b ght rec frLr t  f  arou s Ver! fresh v t ' l  brac ng
!  t : nn  ns  o r i n r ,  f  o r  2o r5  (AP)

enrth. rnalerbrLrslr and b: s:rnlc notei 5m!olh
pa ate \u th braa rg but I  ne tann ns great enqth
Dr ink :  f r c r  2C l2  (MC)

' when the 20ol vintage
is unavailable, we have
l isted the price of the
closest vintage to i t ,  for
reference

Renato Ratt i ,  Mar<enasco **** l7
€283 (2006, case l2) Fine & Rare
Crass  c  ncse  c f  r ose  and  v  c  e t  ! a t r e .  and
ea.:h 'r ,-  th n nt cf reat lLr ce: Lo'/e y r ch
pa are of cherry sp ae. tTLrf 'e and rn r-ord
Gr pp ng tarn ns aaaompan ed lr l  not a-aab e
a .oho  D r i nk :  f r on r  20 r2  (KO)

Batasiolo, Riserva **** l6 5
€135.37 (2003, case of 6) Everywine
Fu  i ky  a romas  o f  ea r l . h  an ' r a  a rd  ea :  r a '

D F , ' \ \ l t P . '  '  2 , ,  + .



BAROLO

thal eventua y burn off.  R ch, succu ent red fruit
and van a palate but a somewhat abrupt f inish.
Drink: from 2011. (KO)

Elio Sandrl **** 16.5
N/A UK www.cascinadisa.com
Elegant nuances of uitderbrush, nut, mLlsk and wild
berry .narinated in brandy. A class cal ly made Baro o,
st very yoLrng and tdnnic. Needs more t ir I |e.
Drink: trom 2015 (AP)

Fontanattedda, Lazzarito **** 16.5
€38.93-43.95 Enotr ia Winece ars, Everywtne
Nose revea s v olet and fruit  steepecl in a cohol. A big
paldte of red berr es marinated in sp r ts with just a hint
o ' l i q , o ' ce  We l l  I n t "o  d ted  o  ' r  o  \ ,  q  l o  1  1 ( .
Drink 2011. (AP)

Cascina Bongloyannl *** l6
F42-46.99 (2003\ cotasanti ,  wine Discoveries
Ref ned Iose of cherry l iqLleur, nut, r lpe berry and
brandy that al l  carry over to the paiate. Gooo vanetd
typicity but cou d have more depth. Drink 2O|. (Ap)

Damilano, nlse.va *** t6
N/A [JK www.cantinedamilano.it
Ref ned, ba sam c nose of herbs and minerd
Si.np e and approachable but dry ng tann ns.
Drlnk: frorn 2011. (N1C)

Gigi Rosso, Risorva Arione S6ri
dell'Uliyo *** t6
N/A UK www.gigtrosso.com
Comp ex leather, truff le and sp ce on the
nose. lvlouthwatering sour cherry f lavours

w th nice minera/i ty Drink: from 20j2 (KO)

Glanni Gagliafdo *** t6
N/A UK www.gastiardo.it
Aromas of forest fruit  and blackberry, wlth a fresh ancl
juicy palate. Straightforward. Very drinkab e.
Drink: from 20l l  (AP)

Scarzello, Vigna iletenda *** j6
€37.99-40.35 Corks of Cotham, Weav€rs
Very earthy aromas of leather, berry and
spice. Ripe raspberry dnd tobdcco with n ce
deplh Drink: from 2011. (KO)

Attilio chisolfi, Blicco Visette *** tS.5
N/A UK www.ghisotfi.com
Classic Barolo aromas of leather, lar and
rose Creamy cherry, slrawberry f  avours
ano Tn nera accompanied by marked a cohol.
20r5. (Ko)

Eraldo Viber *** 15.5
N/A uK www.eratdoviberti.com
W d che(y, pastry cream ancj sp ce f lances. Gripp ng
tannrns and fresh acid ty that are, however, s gh y
overwhe rned by a cohol. Drink: trom 2012. (KO)

lilichele Chlarlo, Rlserva Tortonlano *** 15.5
€20.29-28.04 Everywtne, Nicko s& perks,sturpJ Wine Direct
Nebbiolo and coffee nose. Soft and elegant, but start ing
to dry out Drink:2011-2014 (DBR)

&
Drink: from
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Artlca Casa Vinicola Scarpa, Tettimora *** l5
N/A UK www.scarpavint. i t
Nose is somewhat c osed but a very express ve pd ate
w th young, vlbrant red fruit  marked by obvrous a cono.
Drink: from 2012. (AP)

Cas.ina Bongiovanni, Pernanno *** l5
€71.50 (2004) colasanti
Soft and succulent Drink 2011. (DBG)

Cascina del l{onastero, Riserya *** 15
N/A UK wwtr.cascil|adetmonastero.it
Layered nose of stewed frul l ,  underbrush and
spice. Sornewhat evo ved palale ancl tannif ls.
Drlnk:2011 (AP)

Cavallotto, Riserva Briqqo Boschis Vigna
San Gius€ppe *** 15
€431.25 (2004, case 6) christopher Kei er
Jammy nose of dark frLt t ,  dr ied prune and
hint of b ood orange. Concentrated frui l ,  very
tann c. Drink: from 2011. (Ap)

Fontanafredda La Vllla *** t5
N/A uK www.fontanafi€dda.it
Smoky nose loaded with red berry,
ufderbrush, Porcini mLrshroom and tobacco

leaf. Palate is t ight and tanf c though rnay evolve
Drink: from 2012 (KO)

l'larchesi di Batolo, Carrubi *** ts
E44.50 l t . l ian Wine Boutique
Aromas of r ipe prune with traces of vani a. Overripe fruit
on pa ate along with rather bit ter tannins.
Drlnk: from 2011. (AP)

Vlbelti Gioyannir Buon padre *** l5
N/A UK www.vlberti-barolo.com
Spicy, evolved nose of green tea. palate has
l!  cy berry, but tannic and a bit  green on f in sh
Drink: frorn 2012. (AP)

Vigneti Luigi Oddero, Vigra Rionda
*** 14.75
f576 (case 12) AntiqueWine Company
Rlpe dark fru t  and spice aromas with a whiff
of vani l la. Coffee and caramel palate with

dryrng wood tanntns. Drinr: from 2011. (KO)

Cascina Balladn, Bricqo Rocca *** 14.5
N/A UK wrvw.cascinabattarin.tt
Balsam c fose of aromatic herbs. Rich f lavours and
decent length but a bit  lean. Drink: frorn 2013. (MC)

Casclna del l.tonaste?o *** 14.5
N/A UK www.cascinadelmonastero.it
AusteTe nose with sp ce, berry and mineral.  pleasdnt,
straightforward pa ate w lh moderate length. Drink from
20r8. (MC)

Fontanatredda, La Rosa *** i4.5
€42.51-55.50 Enotr ia Winece ars, Stu.p
Refined, ethereal nose. Simple, with st i  present and
e egant tannins. Drink: from 2015. (MC)

For full details of UK stocklstt see p95.

'2001was a
great vintage
during a
period of
evolution,when
producers
experimented
with new
methods'
Angelo Per€tti, wine wrlter

Also tasted: Batas olo,
Cantine Terra di Baro o,
Riserva Castel lo; !1 chele
Chiar o, Cerequ o;
f4anzone G ovan| ,
Riserva; 14archesidi
Baro o, Riservat Bric
Cenciurio, Coste di Rosel
Cascina Adela de, Riserva
E en; Plonti ,  Buss at San
B agio, Sori de Rovere;
Rivetto dal 1902, Riserval
Ferrero Fratel l i ,  Manzon ;
Podere Rocche de
[4anzon ,Rse rvaVgna
Cappella S Stefano; GiaJ'tni
Gagliardo, Preve;San
Biag o, Riserva;A ario
Claudio, Rivat Cavallotto,
R serva V gnolo; Casetta
Fratel l i ,  R servat Enzo
Bogliett ,  Case Nere;
Farlr igl ia Anselma;
[, lassol ino, Riserva Vigna
Riofda; Pao o Scavino,
Br c del F asct Vibert i
Glovanf, Riserva La Volta;
Oddero Poder e Cant ne,
Mondoca  d iBuss ia
SopraIo

Faulty: G anni Gag ardo
Cannub i ; f 4anzone
Giovanni, Riserva; Frate
Casetta, V gna Case Nere;
Sobrero Francesco,
Riserva Pernanf o; Veglio
M chelino e F gl iot Virna,
Preda Sarmassa


